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line of the cemetery, thence in a straight line to a point,
being the west corner of Hoyt’s house lot, thence in a straight
line to the most northerly corner of land of Julia G. Blagden,
thence in a straight line to the northerly corner of the Ford
place, so-called, thence in a straight line to the northerly
corner of land known as the Benjamin place, now owned by
A. E. Hall, thence in a straight line to the most northerly
corner of the Smedley farm and southerly on the line of said
farm to the point of beginning; said district containing over
one thousand inhabitants.

SectioN 2. Before the district is established and organ-
ized a petition shall be presented to the town at a legal meet-
ing, stating the limits of the proposed district, the number of
inhabitants, the number of voters, and the amount of taxable
property in the proposed district, as nearly as the same can
be ascertained from the records and statistics of the town.
If at said meeting the town shall vote in favor of establish-
ing and organizing the district the inhabitants of the district
may proceed to establish and organize the same in accordance
with the provisions of the laws relating to fire districts and
the provisions of this act. If at said meeting the town shall
not vote in favor of establishing and organizing the district,
the town may vote in favor of establishing and organizing
the same at any legal meeting called for that purpose and
in the manner herein provided, within three years after the
passage of this act; the number of said meetings called for
that purpose in any one year not to exceed two.

SectioN 3. The legal voters of the fire district shall
within one year after the organizing of the district, at a meet-
ing called for the purpose, choose by ballot a board of three
commissioners, all of whom shall be legal inhabitants of and
voters in the district, to hold office, one for one year, one
for two years and one for three ycars from the next succeed-
ing annual district meeting; and thercafter at each annual
meeting the legal voters of said district shall elect one com-
missioner to serve for three years. The commissioners shall
annually within fourteen days after the annual election of
the fire district choose one of their number to act as president
of the district for the ensuing year. Said commissioners
shall be a bhoard of commissioners of hydrants, water tanks
for fire purposes, sidewalks, common sewers, mamn drains,
lamps, street sprinkling and police protection. The com-
missioners shall serve until the expiration of their respective
terms of office, as hereinbefore sct forth and until others
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SectioN 7. 'The board shall have authority to determine
the grade, width and material, including curbstones, of al
sidewalks on the public strects and highways of said distriet,
and to construct, reconstruct and repair the sidewalks, in
accordance with such determination. Upon the completion
of any sidewalk by the board, or the completion of the
reconstruction or repair of any sidewalk, or within one year
thereafter, the board shall ascertain, determine and certify
the whole cxpense of such making, reconstruction or repair,
and shall cause a record thereof to be made, and shall assess
a portion, not exceeding onc half the amount of the same,
upon all the lands which abut on the sidewalk so made, re-
constructed or repaired.

SectioNn 8. The board shall have power to determine
when, in what manner and to what extent snow, ice, grass,
herbage, trees and other obstructions shall be removed from
the sidewalks in the district, or from any of the same or any
portion thercof; and to cstablish by-laws and penaltics reg-
ulating the same, subject to the approval of the fire district,
and also by-laws and penaltics prohibiting the deposit of
ashes, garbage, filth or other refuse matter on the streets and
sidewalks within the limits of the district.

SecrioN 9. No sidewalk graded, constructed, recon-
structed or repaired in the district, under the provisions of
this act, shall be dug up or obstructed in any part thereof
without the consent of the board; and whoever rides or
drives or leads any neat cattle, or uses any vehicle moved by
hand, other than those used for the carriage of children,
invalids or persons disabled, upon or along any sidewalk in
the district cxcept to cross the same, or digs up or otherwise
obstructs the same without such consent, shall forfeit a
sum not less than one dollar nor more than five dollars for
every violation of the provisions of this section.

SrctioN 10. The fire district, at meetings called for that
purpose, may order the board to construct cross walks in any
street in the district in which they have authority to construct
sidewalks. The board shall construct all such cross walks
at the expense of the district, and shall repair and recon-
struct the same when so ordered by the district, and at its
cxpense.

SecrioN 11. The board shall lay, make, reconstruct and
maintain in the district all such main drains and common
sewers as the district, at a legal mecting called for that
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taxes in the town. The collector shall forthwith publish
the same by posting true and attested copies thereof in three
public places in the district; and shall, within thirty days
after said publication thereof, demand payment of the same
of the owner or occupant of the Jand assessed, if known
to him and within his precinct. If any such assessment
shall not be paid within three months after the publication
of said list, he shall levy the same, with incidental costs and
expenses, by sale of the land, such sale to be conducted in
the manner of a sale of land for non-payment of town taxes;
and in making such sales, and any sales for taxes assessed
for the district,” the collector, the district and its officers
shall have all the powers and privileges conferred by general
law upon collectors of taxes and upon cities and towns and
their officers, relating to the sales of land for the non-payment
of taxes. The collector shall pay over all moneys received
by him under this act to the treasurer of the district, in the
same manner as moneys received by him from taxes assessed
for the district by the assessors of the town.

SectioN 15. Iivery assessment made by the board which
is invalid by reason of any error or irregulanty in the assess-
ment, and which has not been paid, or which has been re-
covered back, or which has been enforced by an invalid sale,
may be reassessed by the board of commissioners for the
time being, to the just amount to which, and upon the estate
upon which, such assessment ought at first to have been
assessed; and the assessment thus reassessed shall be payable
and shall be collected and enforced in the same manner as
other assessments.

SkctioN 16. Any person aggrieved by an assessment
made by the board may, at any time within three months
after the publication of the list of such assessment, as pro-
vided in section fourteen, apply by petition to the superior
court for the county of Berkshire, and after due notice to
the fire district a trial shall be had at the bar of said
court in the same manner in which other civil causes are
there tried by jury; and if either party requests it, the jury
shall view the place in question. Before filing said petition,
the petitioner shall give one month’s notice in wnting to the
board of his intention so to apply, and shall therein par-
ticularly specify his objection to the assessments; and to
such specification he shall be confined in the trial by jury.
If the jury shall not reduce the amount of the assessment
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sistent with this act, shall apply to the fire district organized
hereunder. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to
interfere with the authority of surveyors of highways or any
authority of the town or its agents which can be legally exer-
cised over highways or roads. But the town shall repair
any injury done to sidewalks in said district by the officers of
the town by reason of any raising, lowering or other act done
for the purpose of repairing a highway or town way; and
whenever any cross walk shall be torn up or injured by the
officers of the town in making, repairing, altering, raising or
lowering any highway or town way, the town shall relay and
repair such cross walk and put the same in as good condition
as it was in before it was torn up or injured. The authority
of the town to construct sidewalks, main drains and common
sewers within the limits of the district shall be suspended
while this act is in force; but this act shall in no wise affect
the Hability of the town for any damages caused within the
limits of its highways.

SecrioNn 20. When a party upon the trial of an action
recovers damages of the town for an injury caused to his
person or property by a defect in any sidewalk in the fire
district, if the fire district has had reasonable notice to defend
the action the town may recover of the fire district, in addition
to the damages, all costs of both plaintiff and defendant in
the action.

SectioN 21. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved I'ebruary 9, 1912.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE AUDITOR OF TIIE COMMONWEALTIL
TO ALLOW CERTAIN CLAIMS ON TUNCLAIMED DEPOSITS
PAID TO TIII TREASURER AND RECEIVER GENERAL BY SAV-
INGS BANKS.

Be 1t enacled, etc., as follows:

Srcrion 1. Section fifty-seven of chapter five hundred
and ninety of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and cight
is liereby amended by adding at the end thereof the words: —
provided, however, that in cases where claims amount to less
than fifty dollars, the claims may be presented to the auditor
of the commonwealth, who shall examine the same and allow
and certify for payment such as may be proved to his satis-
faction, —so as to read as follows: — Section §7. Any
person claiming a right to money deposited with the treasurer
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